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University of British Columbia 

Political Science 422B, Fall 2015 

 

GENDER AND PUBLIC POLICY 
  

Tuesdays, 10am-1pm 
in FSC 1617 

 

 

Professor Antje Ellermann     Instructor Office Hours:  
  
Buchanan C 306       Tuesdays, 1-3pm  
(604) 822-4359                                     and by appointment 
antje.ellermann@ubc.ca         
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course explores the intersection of gender and public policy. We begin with a discussion of 
the nature of feminism, difference, and equality, and examine major strands of modern and 
post-modern feminist theory. The second part of the course will explore the role that public 
policy can play in overcoming gender inequality. We will study gendered policy issues including 
family law, violence, the wage gap, the division of housework and care, work-family balance, 
abortion and reproductive choice, the regulation of women’s bodies, gender equality and 
multiculturalism, and voting and political representation. Throughout these discussions, we will 
grapple with the following set of questions: what is the nature of gender inequality? What are 
its causes? What is the proper role of the state in the struggle to overcome gender inequality? 
How should the line between public and private be drawn? What are the limitations and 
potential dangers of using policy to resolve problems of gender inequality? 
 
 
READINGS 
 
Three books are available for purchase at UBC Bookstore (B). 

 
1. hooks, bell (2000). Feminism is for Everybody. Brooklyn: South End Press 
2. Newman, Jacquetta and Linda White (2012, 2nd edition). Women, Politics, and Public 

Policy. Don Mills: Oxford University Press 
3. Jaggar, Alison M. (ed.) (1994) Living with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social 

Ethics. New York: Basic Books. 
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Students who do not have the financial resources to purchase these books are welcome to 
borrow communal copies of Newman & White and hooks  provided by the instructor.  Newman 
& White can also be rented at coursesmart.com. 

 
All other readings are on course reserve. Most readings can be accessed electronically via UBC 
Connect, though several readings (including the 3 books for purchase) are only available as hard 
copies on 2-hour reserve at Koerner Library. I strongly recommend you access these readings 
well ahead of time to make sure they are available. Please let me know right away should there 
be any problems accessing reserve materials. 

 
Please note that taking this course requires a commitment to managing a significant reading 
load.  

 
 
REQUIREMENTS & ASSIGNMENTS (for assessment templates, see syllabus appendices) 
 

1. Class participation (25%) 
 

The success of a seminar is first and foremost determined by the degree and the quality 
of student participation. A high premium (25% of your grade) will therefore be placed 
on participation. You are expected to come to class well-prepared, having read and 
reflected on all the assigned readings. We will gain the most from this seminar if we 
engage in meaningful and thoughtful dialogue with each other. This requires a 
willingness to share ideas, challenge views, and throughout remain respectful of diverse 
perspectives.  
 
Regular attendance is required. Please show respect to your colleagues and instructor 
by arriving on time. Note that there are no unexcused absences. If you have to miss a 
class for non-medical/non-emergency reasons (e.g., attending a conference, varsity 
sports, or family event), you are expected to write a brief (2-3 pages double-spaced) 
synthesis of the week’s readings. This synthesis should identify one or two critical 
questions/issues examined in the readings and discuss the range of answers/approaches 
offered by different authors. This synthesis will serve as your participation grade for the 
missed class. Your synthesis is due the Monday before the missed class, at 9am.  
 
I will provide you with midterm feedback on your participation to give you an idea of 
where you stand. You are encouraged to discuss the assessment with me and, where 
appropriate, figure out strategies for improving your participation.  

 
2. Synthetic readings review (35%)  

 
For a week of your choice (excluding Weeks 1 & 5, and constrained by your colleagues’ 
choices), you will be required to write a synthetic review of the week’s readings. 
Students will sign up for their review  in Week 2 of the course.  
 
A synthetic readings review constitutes a critical response to all of the week’s readings. 
Summary of the readings should be kept to a minimum. While not every single reading 
will address all the below questions, you should use the following criteria as a guideline 
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for writing your review.1 Please bear in mind that your review is meant to be “synthetic” 
– which means that rather discussing the readings chronologically in isolation from each 
other, the review should be structured by themes or questions that allow the readings to 
be in conversation with each other.  

 
Problem definition   
 

 What are the central questions/problems addressed by the readings?  

 How is a given problem defined? 

 Make sure to note agreements and disagreements among the different authors. 
 

Analysis  
 

 How does each author explain the problem?  

 What are the root causes?  

 Make sure to note agreements and disagreements among the authors. 
 

Location  
 

 What are the authors’/ theories’ social location? Does the argument assume the 
reality of women or men of a particular socioeconomic, racial, ethnic, national, 
or religious background, or of a particular age, ability, or sexual orientation?   

 
Vision & strategy for change 
 

 What is the author’s vision of a better reality?  

 What are the proposed short-term and long-term strategies for change?  

 What policy recommendations are advanced?  
 

Voice  
 

 Articulate your own position: what arguments/perspectives/visions/strategies 
do you find most persuasive, and why? 

 
In a typical paper, “analysis” will be the longest section, followed by “voice” and 
“vision/strategy.” Please note that I expect your “voice” section to be no shorter than 3 
pages.  

 
Reviews should be 8-10 pages in length, double-spaced, and include a cover page (not 
counted in the page count). They should be submitted to the instructor and fellow 
students as an email attachment (Word document) by 10am on the  Monday prior to 
class.  All students are expected have read the review before class. The review will 
account for 35% of your course grade.  

 

                                      
1 Some of these questions are taken from NWSA Feminist Theory Collection 23, 
http://www.nwsa.org/research/downloads/paddocs/syllabi/femtheory06.pdf 
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If the paper is handed in after the deadline (Monday, 10am) but before class (Tuesday, 
10am), you will receive a penalty of 10%.  No reading reviews will be accepted after the 
beginning of class.  
 
You also have the option of writing a second readings review (for a different week) if 
you are not satisfied with your original performance. If you want to take this “second 
chance,” please inform me in a timely manner. If you decide to write a second review, 
your review grade will be determined by your second review only. In other words, the 
first review will not count toward your grade (even if it turns out to be stronger than 
your second review). 

 
3. Class presentation (20%) 

 
For a week of your choice (excluding Weeks 1 & 5, the week of your readings review, 
and constrained by your colleagues’ choices), you will make a 15-minute class 
presentation. Students will sign up for their presentation in Week 2 of the course. 
 
Your presentation will take the form of a policy analysis. The presentation will: 
 

 Outline current policy arrangements in a country (or subnational jurisdiction) of 
your choice. Your choice of policy area will be determined by the week’s 
readings. (Note: policies that are discussed in detail in the readings are 
excluded). 

 Evaluate the policy in the light of (1) its underlying assumptions and (2) its 
implications/consequences, from a  range of feminist perspectives. 

 Present and justify your own policy assessment and recommendations for 
reform. 

 
You are expected to use PowerPoint slides. 
 
You presentation should be no shorter than 10 minutes and no longer than 15 minutes. 
Please email me your slides by 8am on the day of presentation. Don’t forget to include a 
title slide. 
 

 Presentation tips: 
 
 Slides: 

 The purpose of PowerPoint slides is to provide a scaffolding for your 
presentation. Slides should orient the audience and help them follow your line 
of argument.  The primary purpose of slides is education, not entertainment –
avoid fancy gimmicks that distract from the substance of your presentation.  

 A second purpose of slides is to convey information that cannot be easily 
conveyed verbally (e.g.,  a graph). 

 Less is more. Do not fit too much text on a single slide. Make sure the font is 
clear and big enough to be legible from the back of the room.  
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 Do not put text on slides that you will not explicitly discuss (or, in the case of 
citations, that you will not read out aloud). Otherwise your audience will be 
busy reading your slides instead of listening to your presentation.  

 If you choose to embed a video clip, it should be no longer than 2-3 minutes.  
Maximum one clip per presentation (and it’s perfectly fine to have no clips). 

 
Presentation: 

 Use written notes instead of solely relying on your slides.  Most people tend to 
go over length and veer off topic without the use of presentation notes. Stick to 
your notes. 

 Practice your presentation several times ahead of time. Time it. If you need to 
rush to stay within the time limit, your presentation is too long. Make sure to 
have memorized your notes sufficiently that you do not have to read them. 

 Speak clearly, loudly, and with confidence. Do not rush. Maintain eye contact 
with your audience.  

 
4. Canadian party platforms analysis (20%) 

Our course begins during  the final weeks of this year’s federal election campaign. For 
your party platform analysis, you will pick a policy area of your choice and compare and 
critically evaluate the positions of at least three federal parties as expressed in their 
platforms and on the campaign trail. You are expected to draw on the print news media 
for this assignment.  

Your analysis should do the following: 
 

 Compare and contrast the parties’ policy positions and their underlying values 

 Critically evaluate these positions and their likely implications from a feminist 

perspective 

 

Your analysis is due on October 9, 5pm. It should be 5-7 pages in length, double-spaced, 
and include a cover page (not counted in the page count). Late submission of your paper 
will incur a lateness penalty of 2% for each day, including weekend days. The first day's 
penalty will be incurred by papers that are submitted on the day of the deadline but 
after the time indicated. Please email me your paper as a Word attachment. 

 
INSTRUCTOR AVAILABILITY 
 
I am available to meet with you, should you have any questions or want to discuss any issues or 
concerns relating to this course. 
 
My office hours are Tuesdays 1-3pm in Buchanan C306 (third floor in Block C of the Buchanan 
building).  If you cannot attend my office hours because of a scheduling conflict, please do not 
hesitate to see me after class or email me to make an appointment.  Email (not phone) is 
generally the best way to reach me.   
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Email 
 
Because emailing has become such a common form of student-instructor interaction, I have 
instituted a number of email policies that you should be aware of: 
 

1. During the work week, I generally respond to student emails in a timely manner (usually 
within 48 hours).  

2. On weekends, I do not check email regularly. Please do not expect a response during the 
weekend. 

3. Like face-to-face conversations, emails should convey mutual respect. Specifically, any 
email should start out addressing the recipient by name (e.g., “Prof. Ellermann” or “Dr. 
Ellermann”) and should end with the name of the addressee (i.e., your name).  

4. If an email would require an answer longer than a short paragraph, please come and 
talk to me instead.  
 

 
Laptop etiquette  
 
Students who use laptops in class must do so exclusively for the purpose of note taking.  Sending 
text messages, surfing the web, checking social networking sites or emailing during class time 
conveys disrespect to your colleagues and instructor.  Students with bad laptop etiquette will 
be asked to not use their computers in class. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT & GRADES 

Distribution of marks 
 

Participation     25% 
 

Synthetic readings review   35% 
 
Class presentation     20% 
 
Party platform analysis    20% 

 
Total      100% 

 
 
Grading 
 
UBC courses are graded on a percentage basis; corresponding letter grades will be assigned by 
the Registrar automatically. Grades will be assigned according to the following criteria: 
 
80% to 100% (A- to A+) 
Exceptional performance: exceptional original thinking, superior understanding of subject 
matter, strong and consistent evidence of ability to critically evaluate, superior capacity to 



7 

 

synthesize materials, excellent organization of materials. Work at this level will be clearly 
written, with no spelling or grammatical mistakes. 
 
68% to 79% (B- to B+) 
Competent performance: evidence of original thinking, good grasp of subject matter, ability to 
critically evaluate, capacity to synthesize and critically compare arguments, good organization of 
materials. Work at this level will generally be clearly written, containing at most a few, if any, 
spelling and grammatical mistakes.  
 
50% to 67% (D to C+) 
Adequate performance: adequate understanding of subject matter, some ability to critically 
evaluate, ability to sum up arguments but not always able to make connections between them, 
adequate organization of materials, some evidence of original thought. Work at this level is 
sometimes unclear, and contains some spelling and grammar problems. 
 
0% to 49% (F) 
Inadequate performance: little or no evidence of original thought, little or no evidence of 
understanding of subject matter, little or no critical analysis, limited or irrelevant use of the 
literature, poor organization of materials. Work at this level is usually poorly written, with 
numerous spelling and grammar problems.  

Extensions 

 
Extensions will only be granted to students with documented medical problems or in case of 
serious personal emergency. In case you require an extension because of a medical or serious 
personal problem you need to contact me before the deadline and as soon as the problem 
arises. Requests for extensions made after the deadline will not generally be considered. 
 
IMPORTANT:  Extensions can only be granted for Canadian party platform analysis. If you 
cannot meet the deadline for your synthetic readings review or your presentation, you have 
the choice to write a new paper or prepare a new presentation for a future week.  
 
Better safe than sorry: 
 
I will not grant any extensions on the basis of computer etc. malfunction/theft. 
 
Computers crash, bags get stolen, we’ve all had our share of bad luck. The loss of your course 
paper will likely cause you some sleepless nights. Therefore: back-up, back-up, back-up.  Back-up 
your work regularly (I suggest at least once an hour) either on a USB stick or, preferably, on a 
server. You should make use of free back-up services, such as Dropbox. You can also keep copies 
in your email account. 
 
Records 
 
Students should keep a copy of all submitted assignments (in case of loss). You should also 
retain copies of all marked assignments in case you want to apply for a Review of Assigned 
Standing.  
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Plagiarism  
 
The Faculty of Arts considers plagiarism to be the most serious academic offence that a student 
can commit.  Regardless of whether or not it was committed intentionally, plagiarism has 
serious academic consequences and can result in expulsion from the university.  Plagiarism 
involves the improper use of somebody else's words or ideas in one's work.  It is your 
responsibility to make sure you fully understand what plagiarism is.  Many students who think 
they understand plagiarism do in fact commit what UBC calls "reckless plagiarism."  Below is an 
excerpt on reckless plagiarism from UBC Faculty of Arts' leaflet, "Plagiarism Avoided: Taking 
Responsibility for Your Work" (http://www.arts.ubc.ca/arts-students/plagiarism-avoided.html).   

"The bulk of plagiarism falls into this category.  Reckless plagiarism is often the 
result of careless research, poor time management, and a lack of confidence in 
your own ability to think critically.  Examples of reckless plagiarism include: 

 Taking phrases, sentences, paragraphs, or statistical findings from a variety 
of sources and piecing them together into an essay (piecemeal plagiarism);  

 Taking the words of another author and failing to note clearly that they are 
not your own.  In other words, you have not put a direct quotation within 
quotation marks;  

 Using statistical findings without acknowledging your source;  
Taking another author's idea, without your own critical analysis, and failing 
to acknowledge that this idea is not yours;  

 Paraphrasing (i.e. rewording or rearranging words so that your work 
resembles, but does not copy, the original) without acknowledging your 
source;  

 Using footnotes or material quoted in other sources as if they were the 
results of your own research; and  

 Submitting a piece of work with inaccurate text references, sloppy 
footnotes, or incomplete source (bibliographic) information." (My 
comment: Please note that every verbatim citation requires the use of 
quotation marks.) 

Bear in mind that this is only one example of the different forms of plagiarism.  Before preparing 
for their written assignments, students are strongly encouraged to familiarize themselves with 
the following sources on plagiarism: 
 

 the Faculty of Art's online booklet on plagiarism at http://www.arts.ubc.ca/arts-
students/plagiarism-avoided.html 

 the discussion of Academic Integrity on http://www.arts.ubc.ca/faculty-amp-
staff/resources/academic-integrity.html   

 the library’s resources at http://help.library.ubc.ca/planning-your-research/academic-
integrity-plagiarism/. This website includes helpful tutorials on how to avoid plagiarism.  

 

http://www.arts.ubc.ca/arts-students/plagiarism-avoided.html
http://www.arts.ubc.ca/arts-students/plagiarism-avoided.html
http://www.arts.ubc.ca/arts-students/plagiarism-avoided.html
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If after reading these materials you still are unsure about how to properly use sources in your 
work, please ask me for clarification.   
  
 
Turnitin.com 
 
Please note that due to the nature of the assignments you are not required to submit your work 
to Turnitin.com. However, I reserve the right to submit your paper to Turnitin.com after 
submission should I have any concerns about academic integrity.   
 
 
ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION  
 
Students have the right to an education free of discrimination and harassment.  UBC has a policy 
on discrimination and harassment that applies to all members of the university community and 
which can be found in the UBC policy handbook. 
 
The University accommodates students with disabilities who have registered with Access & 
Diversity.  The University accommodates students whose religious obligations conflict with 
attendance, submitting assignments, or completing scheduled tests and examinations.  Please 
let me know in advance, preferably in the first week of class, if you will require any 
accommodation on these grounds.   
 
Students who will have difficulty completing assignments because of varsity athletics, family 
obligations, or other similar commitments, cannot assume they will be accommodated, and 
should discuss their commitments with me before the course drop date.   
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COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS 
 

 
Week 1  No class - UBC Imagine  September 8 
 
 
Part I  THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 
            
             
Week 2  Feminism, Difference, and Equality  September 15 
 

 Ward, Claire (September 5, 2011). “The Netherlands: The Feminism/Happiness Axis.” 

MacLean’s Magazine, 65-66 

 hooks, bell (2000). Feminism is for Everybody. Brooklyn: South End Press (entire)  

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 1 “Introduction”  

 Jaggar, Alison M. (1990). "Sexual Difference and Sexual Equality." In: Jaggar, Alison 

(ed.), Living with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics, 18-27  

 
Week 3   Modern and Post-modern Feminist Theory September 22   
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 2 “Modern 

Feminist Theory” and Chapter 3 “Contemporary Debates in Feminist Theory”  

 Ackelsberg, Martha A. & Mary Lyndon Shanley (1996). “Privacy, Publicity, and Power: A 

Feminist Rethinking of the Public-Private Distinction,” In: Nancy Hirschmann and 

Christine DiStefano, Revisioning the Political: Feminist Reconstructions of Traditional 

Concepts in Western Political Theory. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 213-33  

 

 
Part II  GENDER AND PUBLIC POLICY  
            
             
Week 4  States and Families  September 29 
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 7 “What Is a 

Family?” and Chapter 8 “The Family, Law, and Public Policy” (up to 176)  

 Krull, Catherine (2011). “Destabilizing the Nuclear Family Ideal: Thinking beyond 

Essentialisms, Universalism, and Binaries.” In: Krull, Catherine and Justyna Sempruch 

(eds). A Life in Balance? Reopening the Family-Work Debate. Vancouver: UBC Press, 11-

29 

 Collins, Patricia Hill. “Black Women and Motherhood.” In: Living with Contradictions: 

Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics, 450-459  

 Van Gelder, Lindsey, “A Lesbian Family.” In: Jaggar, Alison (ed.), Living with 

Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics, 446-450  



11 

 

 Kitzinger, Celia and Sue Wilkinson (2004). “The Re-Branding of Marriage: Why We Got 

Married Instead of Registering a Civil Partnership.” Feminism & Psychology, 14(1), 127-

150 

 
Week 5  No class October 6 
 

 Write your Canadian party platform analysis 

 
DEADLINE FOR CANADIAN PARTY PLATFORMS ANALYSIS: OCTOBER 9, 5PM  
 
Week 6  The Wage Gap  October 13   
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 9 “Pin Money, 

McJobs, and Glass Ceilings” and Chapter 10 “Challenging Market Rules and Balancing 

Work and Family Life” (up to 227)  

 Christianne Crobett and Catherine Hill (2012). “Graduating to a Pay Gap: The Earnings 

of Women and Men One Year After College Graduation.” Washington, D.C.:  AAUW. 

http://www.aauw.org/GraduatetoaPayGap/upload/AAUWGraduatingtoaPayGapReport

.pdf 

 England, Paula (2005). “Gender Inequality in Labor Markets: The Role of Motherhood 

and Segregation.” Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society, 

12(2), 264-288* 

  “Fixing Pay Equity at UBC,” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKMOh-COBzQ 

 
Week 7  The Gendered Division of Housework and Care  October 20     
 

 Szuchman, Paula and Jenny Anderson (2011). Spousonomics: Using Economics to Master 

Love, Marriage, and Dirty Dishes. Random House. Chapter 1 “Division of Labor: Or, Why 

You Should Do the Dishes” Note: changed title in library  

 Cowdery, Randi S. and Carmen Knudson-Martin (2005). “The Construction of 

Motherhood: Tasks, Relational Connection, and Gender Equality.” Family Relations, 

54(3), 335-45 

 Doucet, Andrea (2011). “What Impedes Fathers’ Participation in Care Work? Theorizing 

the Community as an Institutional Arena,” In: Krull, Catherine and Justyna Sempruch 

(eds). A Life in Balance? Reopening the Family-Work Debate. Vancouver: UBC Press, 

115-129 

 Baines, Donna and Bonnie Freeman (2011). “Work, Care, Resistance, and Mothering: An 

Indigenous Perspective.” In: Krull, Catherine and Justyna Sempruch (eds). A Life in 

Balance? Reopening the Family-Work Debate. Vancouver: UBC Press, 67-80 

 Robinson, Fiona (2011). “Care Ethics and the Transnationalization of Care: Reflections 

on Autonomy, Hegemonic Masculinities, and Globalization.” In: Rianne Mahon & Fiona 

Robinson, Feminist Ethics and Social Policy: Toward a New Global Political Economy of 

Care, Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 127-144 
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 Ehrenreich, Barbara and Arlie Russell Hochschild (2004). Global Woman: Nannies, 

Maids, and Sex Workers in the New Economy. New York: Henry Holt. (R) Chapters: 

“Introduction,” “Love and Gold,”  “The Care Crisis in the Philippines,” “Just Another Job? 

The Commodification of Domestic Labor,” “America’s Dirty Work” 

 

Week 8  Social Policy and the Work-Family Balance October 27  
 
MIDTERM PARTICIPATION FEEDBACK  
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 10  “Challenging 

Market Rules and Balancing Work and Family Life,” 214-215, 227-239  

 Budig, Michelle J., Joya Misra and Irene Boeckmann (2012). “The Motherhood Penalty 

in Cross-National Perspective: The Importance of Work-Family Policies and Cultural 

Attitudes.” Social Politics, 19(2), 163-193 

 Ziefle, Andrea and Markus Gangl (2014). “Do Women Respond to Changes in Family 
Policy? A Quasi-Experimental Study of the Duration of Mothers’ Employment 
Interruptions in Germany.” European Sociological Review, 30(5), 562-581 

 Slaughter, Ann-Marie (2012). “Why Women Still Can’t Have it All.” The Atlantic Monthly, 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/07/why-women-still-cant-have-it-

all/309020/ 

 Moravcsik, Andrew (2015).  “Why I Put My Wife’s Career First.” The Atlantic Monthly, 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/why-i-put-my-wifes-career-

first/403240/ 

 Kantor, Jodi and Jessica Silver-Greenberg, The New York Times (December 7, 2013). 

“Wall Street Mothers, Stay-Home Fathers” 

 
Week 9   Violence and Harassment  November 3 
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, “Family Violence, 

Domestic Violence, Violence against Women,” 176-185  

 hooks, bell (2000). Feminism is for Everybody, “Ending Violence,” 61-66 (reread)  

 MacKinnon, Catherine (1992). "Feminist Approaches to Sexual Assault in Canada and 

the United States: A Brief Retrospective.” In: Constance Backhouse and David Flaherty, 

Challenging Times: The Women's Movement in the United States and Canada. 

Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press, 186-192 

 Randall, Melanie (2010). “Sexual Assault Law, Credibility, and ‘Ideal Victims’: Consent, 

Resistance, and Victim Blaming.” Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, 22(2), 397-

434 

 
Week 10 Abortion and Reproductive Choice November 10  
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 12 “Reproductive 

Rights and Technology”  
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 Jaggar, Alison M. (1990). “Abortion and a Woman’s Right to Decide.” In: Jaggar, Alison 

(ed.), Living with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics, 281-287  

 Jacobson, Jodi L. (1990). “The Global Politics of Abortion.” In: Jaggar, Alison (ed.), Living 

with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics, 298-305  

 Sherwin, Susan (1990). “Abortion Through a Feminist Ethics Lens.” In: Jaggar, Alison 

(ed.), Living with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics, 314-323  

 Jones, Rachel K., Lori F. Frohwirth and Ann M. Moore (2007). “I Would Want to Give my 

Child, Like, Everything in the World”: How Issues of Motherhood Influence Women Who 

Have Abortions.” Journal of Family Issues, 29(1): 79-99 

 Padawer, Ruth. The New York Times (August 14, 2011). “The Two-Minus-One 

Pregnancy” 

 
Week  11 Regulation of Women’s Bodies: Prostitution and Pornography November 17  
 

 Newman & White (2012). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 11 “Regulation 

and Control of Women’s Bodies” 

 Snyder-Hall, Claire (2010). “Third-Wave Feminism and the Defense of ‘Choice.’” 

Perspectives on Politics, 8(1), 255-261 

 Chancer, Lynn S. (2000). “From Pornography to Sadomasochism: Reconciling 

Differences.” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 571, 77-88 

 Bielski, Zosia, The Globe and Mail (April 11, 2013). “The Rise of Ethical Porn” 

 Kong, Travis S.K. (2006). “What It Feels Like for a Whore: The Body Politics of Women 

Performing Erotic Labour in Hong Kong.” Gender, Work and Organization. 13(5), 409-

434 

 
Week 12 Gender Equality and Multiculturalism  November 24  
 

 Song, Sarah (2005). “Majority Norms, Multiculturalism, and Gender Equality.” The 

American Political Science Review. 99(4), 473-489 

 Rottmann, Susan B. and Myra Marx Ferree (2008). “Citizenship and Intersectionality: 

German Feminist Debates about Headscarf and Antidiscrimination Laws.” Social Politics: 

International Studies in Gender, State and Society, 15(4), 481-513 

 Killian, Caitlin (2003). “The Other Side of the Veil: North African Women in France 

Respond to the Headscarf Affair.” Gender & Society, 17(4), 567-590 

 
Week 13 Gender, Voting, and Political Representation  December 1 
 

 Newman & White (2006). Women, Politics, and Public Policy, Chapter 5 “Women’s 

Participation in Formal Politics” and Chapter 6 “The Practical Realities of Political 

Change”  
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 Inglehart, Ronald and Pippa Norris (2003). Rising Tide: Gender Equality and Cultural 

Change Around the World. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Chapter 4 “The Gender Gap in Voting and Public Opinion,” 73-100  

 Karpowitz, Christopher, Tail Mendelberg and Lee Shaker. 2012. “Gender Inequality in 

Deliberative Participation.” American Political Science Review. 106(3): 533-547 

 Celis, Karen (2009). “Substantive Representation of Women (and Improving It): What It 

Is and Should Be About?” Comparative European Politics, 7(1), 95-113 
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Appendix 1 

 

POLI 422B - Class participation assessment template

 

Name:   

 

Grade:   

 

 

1. Knowledge of assigned readings   

 Little knowledge  Partial knowledge of readings/arguments 

 Clear and consistent demonstration of knowledge of readings/arguments throughout semester 

 

2. Logic and quality of analysis   

 Major clarity problems/contributions were not on target   Partial demonstration of  

analytical thinking   Consistent demonstration of analytical thinking   

3.  Respect of diverse perspectives  

 Comments were not always respectful of others’ viewpoints      Comments were 

consistently respectful of others’ viewpoints   

4. Engagement with others 

 Little engagement with others’ contributions      Comments often engaged with others’ 

contributions    Comments consistently engaged with and built on others’ contributions   

5.  Clarity of expression 

 Comments lacked clarity   Comments were clear most of the time 

 

 Comments were consistently clear and well formulated 
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Appendix 2 

 

POLI 422B - Synthetic readings review assessment template

 

Name:   

 

Grade:   

 

 

1. Consistency with assignment   

 Unrelated to assignment  Much material irrelevant/major requirements missing 

 Needs tighter focusing/minor requirements missing  Right on target 
 

2. Logic and quality of analysis   

 Major logical/clarity problems  Analysis needs sharpening/logical gaps   Analysis is  

clear and logical 

3.  Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of course material  

 Little or poor understanding of sources           Understanding of sources could be improved 

 Excellent understanding of sources 

4. Organization 

 Major problems    Needs some restructuring/clearer organization 

  Strong organization 

 Problems:   Lacking introductory or concluding entries. 

                           Topic sentences/transitions within entries     Repetition 

5.  Citation of sources. Does the paper cite all sources from which it draws ideas or evidence? 

Does the paper use a consistent, complete style of referencing these sources?  

 Serious citation problems  Minor citation issues   Citations well handled 
 

6.  Grammar and spelling  

 Serious writing problems    Minor writing issues  Excellent writing  
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Appendix 3 

 
POLI 422B - Class presentation assessment template  

 

Name:   

 

Grade:   

 

 

1. Consistency with assignment   

 Unrelated to assignment  Much material irrelevant/major requirements missing 

 Needs tighter focusing/minor requirements missing  Right on target 
 

2. Logic and quality of analysis   

 Major logical/clarity problems   Analysis needs sharpening/logical gaps   Analysis is 

 clear and logical 

3.  Demonstrated factual knowledge of policy (in presentation and Q&A) 

 Little or poor knowledge      Knowledge could be improved 

 Solid knowledge 

4. Organization 

 Major problems    Needs some restructuring/clearer organization 

  Strong organization 

5.  Effective use of slides 

 Slides did not contribute to presentation  Slides need some improvement  

 

 Slides were effective in conveying information  
 

6.  Presentation style  

 Poor delivery   Delivery needs some improvement  Excellent delivery  
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Appendix 4  

 

POLI 422B - Canadian party platform analysis assessment template 

 

Name:   

 

Grade:   

 

 

1. Consistency with assignment   

 Unrelated to assignment  Much material irrelevant/major requirements missing 

 Needs tighter focusing/minor requirements missing  Right on target 
 

2. Logic and quality of analysis   

 Major logical/clarity problems   Analysis needs sharpening/logical gaps   Analysis is  

clear and logical 

3.  Demonstrated factual knowledge of party positions  

 Little or poor knowledge      Knowledge could be improved 

 Strong knowledge 

4. Organization 

 Major problems    Needs some restructuring/clearer organization 

  Strong organization 

 Problems:   Lacking introductory or concluding entries. 

                           Topic sentences/transitions within entries     Repetition 

5.  Citation of sources. Does the paper cite all sources from which it draws ideas or evidence? 

Does the paper use a consistent, complete style of referencing these sources?  

 Serious citation problems  Minor citation issues   Citations well handled 
 

6.  Grammar and spelling  

 Serious writing problems    Minor writing issues  Excellent writing  

 

 


